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2 Peter
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The Madness of the Prophet
A verse-by-verse expository study 
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Outline For This Study
Chapter Two 
a. Their Pernicious Ways 2:2 (verses 1-3) 
b. A Preacher of Righteousness 2:5 (verses 4-9)
c. Presumptuous are They 2:10 (verses 10-15) 
d. The Madness of the Prophet 2:16 (verses16-19)
e. The Pollutions of this World 2:20 (verses 20-22)

2 Peter Lesson 8 Chapter 2:16-19
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of 
the prophet.  17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the 
mist of darkness is reserved for ever.  18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they 
allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from 
them who live in error.  19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.  2 Peter 2:16-19

2 Peter Lesson 8 Chapter 2:16-19
Verse 16 
But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the 
prophet. (Nu 22:21-22, 28; Ho 9:7)
• 21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. 22 

And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way for an 
adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him. 28 And 
the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these three times? 29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast 
mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee.

2 Peter Lesson 8 Chapter 2:16-19
Verse17 
These are wells without water, (Jude 12)
clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. (2:4, Jude 
6,13)
• Jude 12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves 

without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 

• Jude 13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

2 Peter Lesson 8 Chapter 2:16-19
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Verse18 
For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, (Jude 16)
they allure through the lusts of the flesh, (1 Jn 2:16, Eph 2:3)
through much wantonness, (Ro 13:13)
those that were ||clean escaped from them who live in error. (Jos 3:17; Ps 77:8)
What did Paul Say?
• Ephesians 2:3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
others.

• Romans 13:13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.
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