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The Great Bible - Cromwell
• Born in Putney, Surrey
• Mercenary Soldier in Italy
• 1520 Member Mercantile 
• 1523 Member of Parliament
• Chief Minister to Cardinal Wolsey
• Privy Seal for Henry and was beheaded 1540

The Great Bible – Cranmer
• First Archbishop to break with Rome
• Supported Henry VIII’s divorce 
• Book of Common Prayer under Edward VI
• Tried for Treason under Mary I
• Burned at the stake

The Great Bible – 1539-41
• Textual basis – OT= Munster’s new translation of the Latin 1535. NT = Received Text of Erasmus 

(1522) & the Complutensian Polyglot (1517)
• Significance – No marginal notes allowed; Tyndale & Rogers Prologues were excluded. First 

Authorized English Bible by a monarch.
• Protagonists – Cranmer, Cromwell, Coverdale (Editor)
• Antagonist – Bishop Gardner & the French Government

1

2

3

4

5

2

3

4

5

Bible Comparisons
The Great Bible - 1541
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• Romans 3:[10] as it is written: There is none righteous, no not one:
• Romans 3:[22] The righteousness of God, cometh by the faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all 

them that believe. There is no difference:
• Romans 5:[1] Because therefore that we are justified by faith, we are at peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ:
• Ephesians 3:[5] which mystery in times past was not opened unto the sons of men, as it is now 

declared unto his holy Apostles and Prophets by the spirit:
King James Bible
• Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
• Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 

them that believe: for there is no difference: 
• Romans 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: 
• Ephesians 3:5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now 

revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

Bible Comparisons – Significant Differences
Tyndale
• Matthew 3:[8] Bring forth therefore the fruits belonging to repentance. 
• Acts 3:[19] Repent ye therefore and turn that your sins may be done away when the time of 

refreshing cometh which we shall have of the presence of the Lord 
• Acts 26:[20] but shewed first unto them of Damascus and at Jerusalem and throughout all the 

coasts of Jewry and to the gentiles that they should repent and turn to God and do the right 
works of repentance.

The Great Bible
• Matthew 3:[8] Bring forth therefore the fruits that belong to repentance.
• Acts 3:[19] Let it repent you therefore and convert, that your sins may be done away, when the 

time of refreshing cometh which we shall have of the presence of the Lord
• Acts 26:[20] but shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the 

coasts of Jewry, and then to the Gentiles that they should repent and turn to God, and do such 
works as become them that repent.
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